Parent Council

Meeting 1st February 2012
Time 6pm

In attendance:

Miss Lorraine  Batson, Mr Tim Sparks,  Mr Tony Vaughan, Mr Jeremy Mitchell, Miss Paula O’Shea, Mrs Jatinder Virk
1. Attendance
LB said he was surprised that attendance was so low. JV shared that we have an opportunity for parents throughout the school to look at learning logs and at present we only have 6 parents signed up to attend. JM/LB felt that maybe Parent Council needs to be renamed or marketed in a different way. JV said she is willing to listen to ideas but feels this is an opportunity for parents if they need it and hopefully parents will come in if they have something they wish to discuss. 

2. INSET Day – Last Monday in July

TS asked if this was a County date and could this be an INSET and if many parents had questioned just coming in on a Monday. JV said yes this was a suggested day but felt it was not a good use of money to have it as a training day. Staff were mentally exhausted and training would not be as effective as it could be – JV did not want the day taken up with low level tasks.  
3. How to get parents to hear children read at home

JM said he was surprised by the low numbers of children reading at home and asked what more could be done to get more parents involved. JV said she was open to any suggestions. 

4. Children crossing the road – parents parking

JM mentioned parking at end of clubs and how dangerous it was at the end of clubs. JV said we cannot put any more staff on duty at the end of the day – we will have to work with individual parents as we all want our children to be safe. 

5. List of courses on Newsletters

LB asked if courses could be put on newsletter at present if you do not have a child in the children’s centre you may miss out on what is available at school. JV said we can do this. 

6. Text Message 
JM asked for more details regarding stranger around school. JV shared he is known to police, a local man with learning difficulties. It is said he is not a danger but we have a duty to let parents know so that we are all aware and our children are kept safe.  LB added she really liked the text service as it is a good for reminders. 
7. Disraeli APP
JV shared that we are looking at an APP for school to support parents with reminders, dates and linked to the website. JM/LB thought this would be well received. 
8. ‘99’ Club

LB asked how this worked – looked at displays and agreed it was motivational, children enjoyed it so keep going. Jm asked if chn were informed if it was the same one question they kept getting wrong’ JV said there was feedback from the teachers.     
9. Prospectus – SEX ED.

JM shared that he had been looking at the school prospectus and asked what our sex ed policy was. JV shared that boys and girls were taught separately and the focus was on body changes and puberty. However there was an opportunity for children to ask questions. 

10.  League Tables 
JM shared that he had been looking at league tables and asked why we were so low on them compared to other schools nationally and in Bucks. JV  shared info regarding our low starting baseline, large SEN cohort and lack of support from some families which means that many of our children do not achieve what they have the potential to achieve. 

JM shared he was pleased with the school and what it does but just wanted to be sure – he thought he knew the answers but wanted to be clear. 

11. LB/JM felt that more parents would benefit from attending this meeting. LB/JM to design a flier and send to JV to get more parents interested and attending. 

Meeting finished 7.40pm

Next meeting: 22nd March 2pm
